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 W̱SÁNEĆ – who we are

 Our histories
 Our SḴÁLS
 Our territories

 Colonization – impacts on W̱SÁNEĆ

 Douglas Treaties 
 Land loss, privatization and the challenge ahead 
 Establishment of the Gulf Islands National Parks 

Reserve 

 Formation of the W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council

 The WSÁNEĆ Lands Trust Society establishment

 SISȻENEM
 ȾIKEL

 Next steps 
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Our Territories
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Our SḴÁLS
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Legend of
ȽÁU, WELṈEW̱
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As told by Earl Claxton and John Elliott
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Colonization – Impacts on W̱SÁNEĆ
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The 1852 North and South Saanich Douglas Treaties 
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The Written Version
The conditions of our understanding of this sale is this:

 that our village sites and enclosed fields are to be kept 
for our own use…

 The land itself, with these small exceptions, becomes the 
entire property of the white people forever…

 We are at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands, and 
to carry on our fisheries as formerly

 We have received, as payment, forty-one pounds thirteen 
shillings and four pence [approx. CAD$12,200 today]
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The Challenge Ahead

 Access to land is access to culture

 Crown reconciliation processes are too slow

 Approx. 80% of land within territory in private 
ownership 

 Constant risk of further subdivision

 Need land back now
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Gulf Islands National 
Park Reserve

 Established 2003, with no consultation

 First Nations told that “Reserve” classification 
means the claims for underlying title continue

 In reality, First Nations are now unlikely to get the 
land back through negotiations without heavily 
restrictive covenants 
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W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership 
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Halibut Island
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 9.67 acre island up for sale

 Dr. Tara Martin (UBC), The Land 
Conservancy BC and private donors

 First agreement between Canadian Land 
Trust and First Nations Org for 
conservation land return

 Working on agreeing covenant, 
conservation plan and clean up



WSANEC.COM

SUPPORTLANDBACK.COM

W̱SÁNEĆ 
Lands Trust Society

 First Nations can’t own freehold land

Charities can only transfer to other charities

 W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council’s purposes too broad for Charitable purposes
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Purposes
 hold lands in trust for the benefit of W̱SÁNEĆ (the emerging people);

 establish and maintain spaces for the sustainable exercise and enjoyment of
W̱SÁNEĆ rights and title and Douglas treaty rights;

 protect and care for sites of ecological, historic, and cultural value on behalf of all
future generations, in order to:

 protect and care for the natural and cultural heritage of W̱SÁNEĆ,

 further reconciliation,

 honour the Douglas treaties, and

 respect W̱SÁNEĆ rights and title; and

 for the attainment of the above objectives, to seek and receive donations of money,
land and other property for the purposes of the Society

W̱SÁNEĆ Lands Trust Society 
Established
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Directors can’t be paid for services as Directors

Directors have to be up to date with their Taxes

Reporting requirements to the Crown for ’owning’ W̱SÁNEĆ land

Economic, cultural, emotional and spiritual cost

Becoming Charitable 



ȾIKEL
Maber Flats
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 45.7 acres of former wetland, drained

 Burglund Family and Habitat Acquisition Trust

 First Ecological Gift Program transfer to an 
Indigenous Organization in Canada

 Must be restored and maintained as 
ecologically sensitive land in perpetuity
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Proof of Ecological sensitivity 

Recipient must:​

be approved by ECCC​

maintain the ecological value in perpetuity​

Donor gets tax advantages​

Unauthorized changes attract tax penalties

Ecological Gifts Program
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EGP is not generally ideal for Land Return

However, in this instance it:

 enabled a transfer by providing necessary tax advantages

Aligned with what W̱SÁNEĆ want for the land

Has been well facilitated by the ECCC - worked with W̱SÁNEĆ to 
understand world view in a positive way

Some additional education / alignment work – but very positive

Ecological Gifts Program
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Internal 
Build

 Build Funding Strategy:

 ȻENEṈITEL Project (Raincoast Conservation 

Foundation)

 Build Land Acquisition Strategy:

 Identifying barriers and pathways for land return (Vic 

Uni Law Students)

 Identifying priorities of W̱SÁNEĆ for land return

 Align WLTS arrangements with SḴÁLS

 Review LTA standards and practices against W̱SÁNEĆ 

SḴÁLS and identify best policy approach (Vic Uni Law 

Students)

 Dedicated Capacity 

 Grant Applications, donations
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THANK 
YOU


